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Note​:  This article review should be typed, double-spaced and should conform to the 
standard historian’s method for book reviews.  Reviews of this sort can be found in any 
professional historical journal in the library.  Students should make proper citations 
when necessary (i.e., after direct quotes, etc.,).  ​Of course, plagiarism and copying is 
prohibited. Failure to observe these rules will result in the lowering of a student’s 
grade automatically​.  

Rubric for Writing Article/Book Critiques 

Key Points/Questions to Answer while Writing Article/Book Reviews 

for Dr. David H. Jackson,  Jr. 

1. Head your paper properly. 

  

2. What is the background of the author? 

  

3. How many chapters and pages are included in the book? 

  

4. What is the time-period under consideration? 

  

5. What is the structure of the book? Is it topical? Or Chronological? Or both? Is 
it divided into parts/sections? 

  

6. What was the thesis/purpose of the study? What makes it unique? 

  

7. Provide a brief summary/overall scope of book. 

  

8. Be critical and analytical. 



  

9. How did the author treat his thesis? In other words, did the author accomplish 
what he set out to accomplish? 

  

10.What were strengths of book? 

  

11.What were weaknesses of book? 

  

12.Comment on any charts, maps, and/or photos. 

  

13.Comment on sources/references used. 

  

14.Who would find this book interesting to read? Other historians? Specialists? 
Etc? 

 


